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BR I A N  IKA IKA  KL EI N 
Assistant Professor 

Department of Afroamerican and African Studies, Program in the Environment 
University of Michigan 

 

5506 Haven Hall         briklein@umich.edu 
505 South State Street         www.brianiklein.com 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

  

EDUCATION 
 

2020      PhD  University of California, Berkeley        
   Environmental Science, Policy, and Management   

Dissertation: Order and the Underground: Governing the Goldfields of Madagascar 
        Committee: Jonas Meckling, Nancy Peluso, Michael Watts, Kate O’Neill, Jennifer Bussell 

2008      BA  University of Notre Dame        
Political Science and International Peace Studies     
summa cum laude 

2007      Diplôme Université Catholique de l’Ouest (Angers, France)     
        Diplôme de Langue et de Civilisation Françaises 

Mention Très Bien       

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
 

2020-present  Assistant Professor  University of Michigan    
       Department of Afroamerican and African Studies 

    Program in the Environment 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Book Manuscript 

Vital Extraction: Autonomy and Accumulation in the Mines of Madagascar, in progress 

Peer-Reviewed Articles 

Klein, B. I. (2025). “The Boom-and-Bust Life: Cultivating Belonging on Madagascar’s Extractive Frontier,” 
Politique Africaine, 175-176(3-4), 83-108. 

Klein, B. I. (2024). “Dina, domination, and resistance: Indigenous institutions, local politics, and resource 
governance in Madagascar.” The Journal of Peasant Studies, 51(1), 81-110. 

Zhu, A. L., & Klein, B. (2024). “The rise of flexible extraction: Boom-chasing and subject-making in northern 
Madagascar.” Geoforum, 148, 103593. 

Klein, B., Mullard, S., Ahamadi, K., Mara, P., Mena, J., Nourdine, S., Rakoto, M., Tombozandry, D., & Maraina, 
A. V. (2023). “(Re)Interpreting corruption in local environments: Disputed definitions, contested conservation, and 
power plays in Northern Madagascar.” Political Geography, 107, 102973.  

Klein, B. I. (2022). “Mineral commons: Collective claims to territory in the goldfields of Madagascar.” Political 
Geography, 99, 102783.  

Klein, B. I. (2022). “Local institutions and artisanal mining: Governance forms in the goldfields of Madagascar.” 
Journal of Rural Studies, 92, 269–283.  

 

 

mailto:briklein@umich.edu
http://www.brianiklein.com/
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Articles Under Review and In Progress 

  Klein, B. I. (in progress). “Exhaustible Commons?: Excavating Collectivist Possibilities for ‘Unsustainable’ 
Extraction of ‘Nonrenewable’ Resources,” commissioned for special issue at the International Journal of the 
Commons. 

Klein, B. I. (in progress). “Not Everything Is Extractivism: Conflation, Clarity, and Geographical Theories of 
Extraction and Capitalism,” to be submitted to the Annals of the American Association of Geographers. 

Klein, B. I., Devenish, K., and Healy, T. (in progress) “An Indispensable Livelihood? Assessing the Significance of 
Artisanal Gold Mining to Rural Livelihoods in Madagasar.”  

 Hausermann, H., Ackerman, G. and Klein, B.I. (in progress) “Geopolitics, gold prices, and ASGM: a review.” 

Book Chapters 

Zhu, A. and Klein, B. I. (2025). “Speculation and Flexible Extraction in Northern Madagascar: A View of Global 
Challenges from Below.” In D. Malito and E. Fanoulis (Eds.), Decentering Global Challenges in International 
Relations: Interdisciplinary Perspectives Beyond the West. London, UK: Taylor & Francis/Routledge. 

Klein, B. I. (2020). “Madagascar: Emergence and Persistence on the Hundred-Year Frontier.” In B. Verbrugge and 
S. Geenen (Eds.), Global Gold Production Touching Ground: Expansion, Informalization, and Technological 
Innovation. London, United Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan. 301-319. 

Book Reviews 

Klein, B. I. (in progress). “Review of Benjamin Neimark’s Hottest of the Hotspots: The Rise of Eco-Precarious 
Conservation Labor in Madagascar, University of Arizona Press,” for the Journal of Development Studies. 

Klein, B. I. (2024). “Review of James Smith’s The Eyes of the World: Mining the Digital Age in the Eastern DR 
Congo, University of Chicago Press,” in Debating Mining, Africa: Journal of the International African Institute. 

Academic Magazine Articles 

Klein, B. I., Postar, S., Dev, L., Faxon, H., & Libassi, M. (2021). “How COVID Is Reconfiguring Labor in 
Extractive Industries.” Edge Effects. Available at: https://edgeeffects.net/malagasy-gold/  

Policy Publications (Selected) 

Klein, B., & Mullard, S. (2023). “Community-based natural resource management as a good governance and anti-
corruption method: Lessons from Madagascar.” U4 Anti-Corruption Resource Centre. Available at: 
https://www.u4.no/publications/community-based-natural-resource-management-as-a-good-governance-and-anti-
corruption-method-lessons-from-madagascar  

Klein, B. I., Zhu, A. L., Pardo-Herrera, C., & Mullard, S. (2021). “Enrolling the Local: Community-Based Anti-
Corruption Efforts and Institutional Capture.” TNRC Brief. Available at: https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-
topic-brief-enrolling-the-local-community-based-anti-corruption-efforts-and-institutional-capture. 

Klein, B. (2009, Sept 30). “Trees: The Natural Answer to Climate Change, Food Insecurity, and Global Poverty.” 
New Security Beat (NSB). Environmental Change and Security Program (ECSP), Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars (WWICS). 

Klein, B. (2009, Sept 3). “Connecting the Dots on Natural Interdependence.” NSB. ECSP, WWICS. 

Klein, B. (2009, Aug 7). “Focus on Food Security as Clinton Lands in Africa.” NSB. ECSP, WWICS. 

Klein, B. (2009, Jul 31). “Senate, Pentagon Focus on Climate-Security Challenges.” NSB. ECSP, WWICS. 

Klein, B. (2009, Jul 14). “Climate Disequilibrium Puts Human, Ecological Health at Risk.” NSB. ECSP, WWICS. 

https://edgeeffects.net/malagasy-gold/
https://www.u4.no/publications/community-based-natural-resource-management-as-a-good-governance-and-anti-corruption-method-lessons-from-madagascar
https://www.u4.no/publications/community-based-natural-resource-management-as-a-good-governance-and-anti-corruption-method-lessons-from-madagascar
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-topic-brief-enrolling-the-local-community-based-anti-corruption-efforts-and-institutional-capture
https://www.worldwildlife.org/pages/tnrc-topic-brief-enrolling-the-local-community-based-anti-corruption-efforts-and-institutional-capture
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/09/trees-the-natural-answer-to-climate-change-food-insecurity-and-global-poverty/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/09/connecting-the-dots-on-natural-interdependence/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/08/focus-on-food-security-as-clinton-lands-in-africa/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/07/senate-pentagon-focus-on-climate-security-challenges/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/07/climate-disequilibrium-puts-human-ecological-health-at-risk/
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Klein, B. (2009, Jul 1). “Climate Change Threatens Water Supplies in Australia, California.” NSB. ECSP, WWICS. 

Klein, B. (2009, Jun 23).“Managing Environmental Conflict in Latin America.” NSB. ECSP, WWICS. 

Klein, B. (2009, Jun 5). “The Indian Ocean: Nexus of Environment, Energy, Trade, and Security.” NSB. WWICS. 

Klein, B. (2009). “The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty: Senate Ratification Would Enhance U.S. 
Security.” Cambridge, MA: Union of Concerned Scientists. 

Klein, B., Meyer, S., and Gronlund, L. (2008). “Debunking the Damage Limitation Strategy.” Cambridge, MA: 
Union of Concerned Scientists. 

 Klein, B., Gronlund, L., and Young, S. (2008). “Decision on Complex Transformation Should Wait for Full 
Nuclear Posture Review.” Cambridge, MA: Union of Concerned Scientists. 

Contributing Author 

9 Content for southeast dialects of Malagasy in J. Bell’s Malagasy Dialect Dictionary. USA: Amazon Digital 
Services LLC – KDP Print US. 

FELLOWSHIPS,  GRANTS,  &  AWARDS 
 

DEEP Madagascar Challenge Fund Research Grant ($43,000 for project titled  2026 
“Is Gold Indispensable to Rural Livelihoods?”)     

AAG CAPE Outstanding Article Award (won for “Dina, Domination…)  2024 
AAG CAPE Outstanding Article Award (nominated for “Mineral Commons…”) 2023 
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship   2015-2020 
Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor Award     2018-2019 
Berkeley Fellowship for Graduate Study      2014-2019 
Berkeley Connect Fellowship       2019-2020 
Berkeley Empirical Legal Scholars Fellowship     2019-2020 
Rocca Dissertation Fellowship in Advanced African Studies   2017-2018 

Rocca Pre-Dissertation Fellowship      2016 
ESPM Starter Grant        2015 
Herbert Scoville Jr. Peace Fellowship      2008-2009 
Learning Beyond the Classroom Grant      2007 
Michelle Murphy Award       2007 

SERVICE  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  &  UNIVERSITY 

University of Michigan 

Co-Coordinator, Africa Workshop, Department of Afroamerican and African Studies (DAAS), UM, 2026-present 

Member, Graduate Committee, Department of Afroamerican and African Studies, UM, 2024-2026 

Member, Lecturer Review Committee (for Cathy Barry), Program in the Environment, UM, Winter 2026 

Faculty Host for UMAPS Scholar Janet Munakamwe, African Studies Center, UM, Winter 2026 

Co-Coordinator, Africa Workshop, Department of Afroamerican and African Studies (DAAS), UM, 2022-2024 

Member, Search Committee, “Global Black Urban Studies,” DAAS, UM, 2023-2024 

Member, Curriculum Committee, DAAS, UM, 2022-2023 

Member, Fellowships Committee, DAAS, UM, 2020-2022 

https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/07/climate-change-threatens-water-supplies-in-australia-california/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/06/managing-environmental-conflict-in-latin-america-resolution-rests-on-inclusion-communication-development/
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2009/06/the-indian-ocean-nexus-of-environment-energy-trade-and-security/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/ctbt-fact-sheet.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/ctbt-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Malagasy-Dialect-Dictionary-Jackson-Bell/dp/1076265278
https://povertyevidence.org/challenge-fund/madagascar-challenge-fund/is-gold-indispensable-to-rural-livelihoods-unearthing-the-varying-contributions-of-artisanal-gold-mining-in-madagascar/
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Member, Introductory Courses, Interdisciplinary, & Capstone Working Group, Program in the Environment (PitE), 
UM, 2023 

Member, Social Sciences and Humanities Working Group, Program in the Environment (PitE), UM, 2023 

Co-Coordinator, Science, Technology, Medicine, and Society (STeMS) Speaker Series, Science, Technology, and 
Society (STS) Program, UM, 2023-2024 

Co-Convener, Political Ecology Workshop (PEW), 2022-present 

Research Associate, African Studies Center, UM, 2020-present 

Faculty Associate, UM Science, Technology, and Society (STS) Program, 2021-present 

Reviewer, UM African Presidential Scholars (UMAPS) Program, African Studies Center, 2020-present 

Member, ASRI Steering Committee, African Studies Center, 2021-present 

University of California, Berkeley 

Member, Admissions Committee, Society & Environment (S&E) Division, Department of Environmental Science, 
Policy, and Management (ESPM), UC Berkeley, 2015 & 2019 

President, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2016-2017 

Faculty Liaison, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2019-2020 

Lead Organizer, S&E Division Workshop & Orientation, UC Berkeley, 2019 

Department Liaison, Berkeley Energy and Resources Collaborative, UC Berkeley, 2015-2020 

Vice President, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2018-2019 

Social Chair, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2015-2016 

Political Affairs Liaison, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2019-2020 

Common Space (Lodge) Manager, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2015-2016 

First-Year Representative, ESPM Graduate Student Association, UC Berkeley, 2014-2015 

Member, ESPM Graduate Diversity Council, UC Berkeley, 2014-2020 

SERVICE  TO  THE  PROFESSION 

Reviewer, Africa: Journal of the International African Institute; African Affairs; African Geographical Review; 
American Anthropologist; American Ethnologist; Antipode: A Radical Journal of Geography; Cogent Social 
Sciences; Comparative Studies in Society and History; Culture, Agriculture, Food, and Environment (CAFE); 
Current Research in Environmental Sustainability; EchoGéo; Extractive Industries and Society; Geo: Geography 
and Environment; Journal of Agrarian Change; Journal of Political Ecology; Journal of Rural Studies; Journal of 
Southern African Studies; Nomadic Peoples; Surveillance & Society 

Co-Convener, Madagascar Early Career Researchers and Scholars Group (MADA-ECRS), 2020-present 

Co-Organizer, Madagascar Workshop (to be held at the University of Michigan in 2028) 

Participant, Book Workshop for Justine Davis, December 2023 

Chair, “Development, Resources, and Extractivism in Question,” 2025 African Studies Association Annual 
Meeting, November 2025 

Organizer, “The Corporation, and Other Paradoxes of Extraction in the Post-Neoliberal Era.” Roundtable Panel 
Discussion, 2025 American Association of Geographers (AAG) Annual Meeting, March 2025 
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Organizer and Chair, “Artisanal Mineral Extraction and World-(re)making on African Frontiers: Knowledge, 
Labor, Subjectivities, and Agency under (and against) Capitalism,” 2024 African Studies Association Annual 
Meeting, December 2024 

Discussant, “Author-meets-critic: Robyn d’Avignon’s A Ritual Geology,” 2022 African Studies Association 
Annual Meeting, November 2022 

Discussant, “Racial Logics of Property,” 2022 Conference on Property and Being under Colonial Conditions in 
Asia and Africa, April 2022 
 

TEACHING  &  MENTORING 

University of Michigan 
AAS 103 / ENVIRON 152: Reconsidering African Environments (FA 2020, ‘21, ‘25, ‘26; WN 2021, ‘24) 
ENVIRON 209 / AAS 261: Nature & Power: An Introduction to Political Ecology (WN 2022, ‘23, ‘24, ‘26) 
AAS 357 / ENVIRON 302:  Environmental Governance and African Development (FA 2021, ‘22, ‘23, ‘25, ‘26) 
AAS 495 / ENVIRON 462 / INTLSTD 401: Exploitation & the Environment: Conservation, Extraction, & Uneven 
Development (WN 2022, ‘23, ‘26, FA 2023) 

Member, Pre-Candidacy Examination and Dissertation Committees (Anna Yue Yu), School of Environment and 
Sustainability (SEAS), 2023-present 
Member, Pre-Candidacy Examination and Dissertation Committees (Shaylee Warner), School of Environment and 
Sustainability (SEAS), 2026-present 
Second Reader, Honors Thesis (Naazneen Gill), Program in the Environment (PitE), 2023 
Mentor, Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (UROP), 2021-present 

University of California, Berkeley 
ESPM 198BC: Berkeley Connect in Environmental Science, Policy, & Management (FA 2019, WN 2020) 
ESPM  102D: Climate and Energy Policy (GSI in SP 2019) 

U.S. Peace Corps, Madagascar 
Environmental Educator and Agroforestry Extension Agent (2010-2012) 
Trainer, Environment Sector (2010-2012) 

University of Notre Dame 
Resident Counselor, Global Issues Seminar (2006-2009) 

INVITED  TALKS  &  WORKSHOPS 

2026, May. “Being and Belonging in the Diggings: Artisanal Extraction, Meaningful Work, and Cultivating 
Belonging in Madagascar.” Presentation for Africa Month Symposium, Kalamazoo College. 

2026, March. “Domesticating the Belt and Road: Chinese Capital, Extracted Benefits, and Imagined Futures in 
Madagascar.” Symposium on China and the United States in Africa, University of Miami. 

2025, December. “Auriferous Abundance, Extractivist Dreams.” African History and Anthropology Workshop 
(AHAW), University of Michigan. 

2025, October. “Against Extractivism: Moral Economies of Extraction in the Mines of Madagascar.” SEAS 
Doctoral Organizing Committee Seminar, University of Michigan. 

2025, October. “Everyday Extraction: Autonomy and Accumulation in the Mines of Madagascar.” Manuscript 
Workshop hosted by the Department of Afroamerican and African Studies, University of Michigan. 

2025, March. “Enskilment Underground: Artisanal Extraction, Meaningful Work, and Frontier Capitalism in 
Madagascar.” Presentation at the UMich STS 25th Anniversary Conference, University of Michigan. 
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2024, December. “Everyday Exploitation: Autonomy and Accumulation in the Mines of Madagascar.” Department 
of African and African-American Studies, Washington University in St. Louis. 

2024, October. “Mineral Extraction and Everyday Exploitation in Africa.” Guest lecture in AAS 600: Proseminar in 
African Studies, University of Michigan. 

2023, December. “Governance in the Diggings: Institutional Forms in Malagasy Artisanal and  
Small-Scale Mining.” Program in the Environment (PitE) End-of-Year Celebration, University of Michigan. 

2023, December. “The Boom-and-Bust Life: Cultivating Belonging on Madagascar’s Extractive Frontier.” Political 
Ecology Workshop (PEW), University of Michigan. 

2023, October. “Dina, Domination, and Resistance: Indigenous Institutions, Local Politics, and Resource 
Governance in Madagascar.” Guest lecture in AAS 600: Proseminar in African Studies, University of Michigan. 

2023, April. “Elites and Miners: Exploitation and Autonomy in the Diggings of Betsiaka.” African History and 
Anthropology Workshop (AHAW), University of Michigan. 

2022, April. “Understanding the Chinese Presence in Madagascar.” Joint Special Operations University (JSOU). 

2022, April. “Subnational Socio-Political Structures and Artisanal Mining.” Joint Special Operations University 
(JSOU). 

2022, January. “Extraction, Conservation, Corruption, and Local Resource Governance in Madagascar.” Joint 
Special Operations University (JSOU). 

2021, September. “Mineral Commons: Collective Claims to Territory in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” African 
History and Anthropology Workshop (AHAW), University of Michigan. 

2021, March. “Enrolling the Local: Community-Based Anti-Corruption Efforts and Institutional Capture.” World 
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and Targeting Natural Resource Corruption (TNRC) Leadership Committee. 

2020, November. “Order and the Underground: Governing the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Forest Use, Energy, and 
Livelihoods (FUEL) Lab, University of Michigan. 

2020, March. “Order and the Underground: Governing the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Department of 
Afroamerican and African Studies, University of Michigan. 

2019, May. “Order in the Diggings: Fragmented Authority in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Department of 
Environmental Studies, UC Santa Cruz. 

2019, April. “Order and the Underground: Shaded Governance in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Africa 
Colloquium, UC Berkeley. 

2013, March. “Speak for the Trees (and the People!): Community-Based Forestry in Madagascar.” Invited talk at 
the Union of Concerned Scientists (Washington, DC). 

2012, September. “The Eighth Continent: Environmental Challenges and Sustainable Solutions in Madagascar.” 
Guest lecture at Hawai‘i Pacific University. 

CONFERENCE  PRESENTATIONS 

2026, July. “Domesticating the Belt and Road: Chinese Capital, Extracted Benefits, and Imagined Futures in 
Madagascar.” Presentation at the Political Ecology Network (POLLEN) Conference (Barcelona, Spain). 

2026, March. “Against Extractivism: Artisanal Mining, Institutional Production, and Local Autonomy in 
Madagascar.” Presentation at the American Association of Geographers (AAG) Annual Meeting (San Francisco, 
CA) 

2025, November. “Against Extractivism: Moral Economies of Extraction in the Mines of Madagascar.” 
Presentation at the African Studies Association Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA). 
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2025, April. “Against Extractivism: Moral Economies of Everyday Extraction in the Mines of Madagascar.” 
Presentation at the UPenn International Conference on Everyday Lives of Instability in the Global South 
(Philadelphia, PA). 

2025, March. “The Corporation, and Other Paradoxes of Extraction in the Post-Neoliberal Era.” Roundtable 
Presentation at the American Association of Geographers (AAG) Annual Meeting (Detroit, MI). 

2024, December. “Enskilment Underground: Artisanal Mining, Meaningful Work, and Frontier Capitalism in 
Madagascar.” Presentation at the African Studies Association Annual Meeting (Chicago, IL). 

2024, November. “Enskilment Underground: Artisanal Mining, Meaningful Work, and Frontier Capitalism in 
Madagascar.” Presentation at the Madagascar Workshop (Paris, France). 

2024, October. “Enskilment Underground: Artisanal Mining, Meaningful Work, and Frontier Capitalism in 
Madagascar.” Presentation at the biennial conference of the Association for African Studies in Germany e.V. 
(VAD) (Bayreuth, Germany). 

2023, November. “The Boom-and-Bust Life: Cultivating Belonging on Madagascar’s Extractive Frontier.” 
Presentation at the African Studies Association Annual Meeting (San Francisco, CA). 

2023, November. “Exhaustible Commons?: Excavating Collectivist Possibilities for “Unsustainable” Extraction of 
“Nonrenewable” Resources.” Presentation at the University of Michigan “Commons, Commoning, and Social 
Change Workshop” (Ann Arbor, MI). 

2023, October. “The Boom-and-Bust Life: Cultivating Belonging on Madagascar’s Extractive Frontier.” 
Presentation at the Critical Agrarian Studies in the 21st Century (and JPS@50) Conference (Beijing, China). 

2023, March. “Beyond Enclosure: Strategies of Exploitation and Accumulation in Madagascar’s Mineral 
Commons.” Presentation at the American Association of Geographers (AAG) Annual Meeting (Denver, CO). 

2022, November. “Beyond Enclosure: Strategies of Exploitation and Accumulation in Madagascar’s Mineral 
Commons.” Presentation at the African Studies Association (ASA) Annual Meeting (Philadelphia, PA). 

2022, November. Panelist/discussant commenting on Robyn d’Avignon’s A Ritual Geology: Gold and 
Subterranean Knowledge in Savanna West Africa. Author-meets-critic session at the African Studies Association 
(ASA) Annual Meeting (Philadelphia, PA). 

2022, May. “Dina, Domination, and Resistance: Indigenous Institutions, Local Politics, and Resource Governance 
in Madagascar.” Presentation at Conference titled “Displacement and Belonging: Lessons from the Indian Ocean 
and Beyond” (University of Chicago Center in Paris, France). 

2021, October. “Mineral Commons: Collective Claims and Contested Institutions in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” 
Presentation at the Madagascar Workshop (Online). 

2021, April. “Governance in the Diggings: Institutional Forms in Malagasy Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining.” 
Presentation at the International Studies Association (ISA) Annual Meeting (Online). 

2021, April. “Mineral Commons: Collectively Claiming the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Presentation at the 
American Association of Geographers (AAG) Annual Meeting (Online). 

2020, November. “Varieties of Resource Frontier Governance: Interrogating Institutional Forms in Malagasy 
Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining.” Presentation at the African Studies Association (ASA) Annual Meeting 
(Online). 

2020, September. “Belonging and the Underground: Contested Institutions and Discursive (re)Alignments on 
Madagascar’s Gold Frontier.” Presentation at the POLLEN Biennial Conference (Online). 

2019, November. “The Dina Underground: Governance Institutions in Malagasy Gold Mining.” Presentation at the 
African Studies Association (ASA) Annual Meeting (Boston, MA). 

2019, October. “The Dina Underground: Interrogating the Emergence, Evolution, and Endurance of Governance 
Institutions in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Presentation at the Madagascar Workshop (University of Toronto). 
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2019, October. “Chasing Gold, Sapphires, Rosewood, and Vanilla: Northern Madagascar’s Flexible Frontier-
Makers.” Presentation (with Annah Zhu) at the Madagascar Workshop (University of Toronto). 

2019, April. “Order in the Diggings: Understanding Governance in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Presentation at 
the American Association of Geographers (AAG) Annual Meeting (Washington, DC).  

2018, December. “Shaded Governance: Fragmented Authority in the Goldfields of Madagascar.” Presentation at 
the African Studies Association (ASA) Annual Meeting (Atlanta, GA). 

2016, December. “Mining for Territory: Practices, Livelihoods, and Policy in Madagascar’s Mining Sector.” 
Presentation at the African Studies Association (ASA) Annual Meeting (Washington, DC). 

RELEVANT  PROFESSIONAL  EXPERIENCE 

2009-2015 Consultant    World Bank, Washington, DC 
   Energy & Extractives Global Practice, Africa Energy & Energy Anchor Units 

2010-2012 PC Volunteer    U.S. Peace Corps, Madagascar 
       Environment Sector, Agroforestry Extension  

2009  Staff Intern    Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC 
   Environmental Change and Security Program 

2008-2009 Scoville Fellow    Union of Concerned Scientists, Washington, DC 
   Global Security Program and Tropical Forests & Climate Initiative 

2008  Consultant    Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, Porter, IN 
       University-National Parks Energy Partnership 
 

POLICY  &  MEDIA  OUTREACH 

Expert (Background) Source for Vyawahare, M. and Razafison, R. (2025, February 21). “Chanel wanted 
‘responsible’ gold. So it turned to a protected area in Madagascar.” Mongabay. 
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/02/chanel-wanted-responsible-gold-so-it-turned-to-a-protected-area-in-
madagascar/  

Expert Consultant (regarding graphite and Madagascar’s mining sector), Responsible Sourcing Team at 
Mercedes-Benz, February 2024 

Expert (Cited) Source for Vyawahare, M. (2023, April 27). “Madagascar: What happens to villagers when a 
graphite mine comes knocking?” Mongabay. https://news.mongabay.com/2023/04/madagascar-what-happens-to-
villagers-when-a-graphite-mine-comes-knocking/  

Member, COVID-19 ASM Working Group (convened by PACT and the World Bank), 2020-2022 

Advisory and Evaluation Board Member, Miavotse Anosy Androy – Madagascar Responsible Mica Mining 
Initiative, 2019-2021 

Forum Participant, OECD 2021 Forum on Responsible Mineral Supply Chains, April 2021 

Participant, WWF Panel: “Definitions matter: What do we mean when we talk about corruption in conservation, 
and what difference does it make?”, April 2021 

Roundtable Participant, UNA-NCA Child Labor in Mining Panel Discussion, November 2021 

Expert (Cited) Source for Carver, E. (2020, October 21). “Madagascar shuts down ‘illegal’ gold mine but activists 
remain in legal limbo.” Mongabay. https://news.mongabay.com/2020/10/madagascar-shuts-down-illegal-gold-
mine-but-activists-remain-in-legal-limbo/  

Background Source for Dixon, H. (2020, February 21). “Carbon offsetting may be a gold mine in the West—but 
in Madagascar, sapphires are the real prize.” The Telegraph. https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/02/21/carbon-
offsetting-may-gold-mine-west-madagascar-sapphires/ 

https://news.mongabay.com/2025/02/chanel-wanted-responsible-gold-so-it-turned-to-a-protected-area-in-madagascar/
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/02/chanel-wanted-responsible-gold-so-it-turned-to-a-protected-area-in-madagascar/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/04/madagascar-what-happens-to-villagers-when-a-graphite-mine-comes-knocking/
https://news.mongabay.com/2023/04/madagascar-what-happens-to-villagers-when-a-graphite-mine-comes-knocking/
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/10/madagascar-shuts-down-illegal-gold-mine-but-activists-remain-in-legal-limbo/
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/10/madagascar-shuts-down-illegal-gold-mine-but-activists-remain-in-legal-limbo/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/02/21/carbon-offsetting-may-gold-mine-west-madagascar-sapphires/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/02/21/carbon-offsetting-may-gold-mine-west-madagascar-sapphires/


Klein, Curriculum Vitae, Page 9 of 9 
 

Background Source for Tullis, P. (2019, March 6). “How illegal mining is threatening imperiled lemurs.” National 
Geographic. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2019/03/sapphire-mining-fuels-lemur-deaths-in-
madagascar/ 

Expert (Cited) Source for Filou, E. (2016, November 15). “A million artisanal gold miners in Madagascar wait to 
come out of the shadows.” The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/nov/15/gold-
rush-madagascars-artisanal-miners-could-benefit-from-global-downturn 

Public Commentator via social media on issues related to politics and policy, natural resources, extractive 
industries, artisanal and small-scale mining, environment, development, conservation, Madagascar, political 
economy, and political ecology (Twitter: @brian_i_klein, Facebook: brian.i.klein) 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

American Association of Geographers 

African Studies Association 

Political Ecology Network (POLLEN) 

International Studies Association 

Future Natures Initiative (hosted at the University of Sussex’s Institute of Development Studies) 

Madagascar Workshop Group 

Madagascar Early Career Researchers and Scholars Group (MADA-ECRS) 

Association for African Studies in Germany (VAD e.V.) 

LANGUAGE PROFICIENCIES 

English; French; Malagasy (Antankarana, Antesaka, and Merina Dialects)  

TECHNOLOGICAL PROFICIENCIES 

NVivo (qualitative data analysis software); MAXQDA (qualitative data analysis software); QGIS (GIS application 
for geospatial data analysis); Convio and Weebly (webpage design); Social media (for academic and professional 
use) 
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